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DISTRICT ACTIVITY 


(Excerpts from the opening address by 
Leon Carson, Regional Governor, at the 
Eastern District meeting, held in 
New York City, June 7, 1945) 


The success and exnansion of the Na- 
tional Association depends greatly upon 
the efficient functioning of the various Re- 
gional Districts and, of course, upon the 
loyalty, initiative and interest of the indi- 
vidual members. Throughout all Districts 
there will have to be created a carefully 
planned schedule of individual and co-ordi- 
nated activities which will result not only 
in the dissemination of Association ideals 
but will afford practical assistance to each 
and every one of its members. 

The first fifteen months of each District’s 
existence has been given over mainly to in- 
troducing the Association idea, with spe- 
cial emphasis laid on its valued service re- 
lationship to the individual. Also, to the 
accomplishment of the very necessary in- 
crease in the original District charter- 
membership. 

In this initial venture we have been 
fairly successful. In some localities we 
have met with ready response to our in- 
vitation to membership—in others, with 
indifference and sometimes skepticism. 
However, the ground work has now been 
laid and, with more thoroughly developed 
District, State and Local organizations, 
the prospects for much larger Regional 
enrollments, a consequent increase in in- 
come through additional dues, and for the 
advancement of our professional, ethical 
and esthetic standards, are indeed bright. 


District meetings provide an opportunity 
of informally discussing, not so much the 
pedagogical aspects of the situation, but 
the most consistent ways and means of 
attaining the foregoing objectives. Sug- 
gestions and decisions made at such meet- 
ings will help shape the current and near- 
future policies of progress toward our ulti- 
mate goal of achievement. By the latter we 
mean, a bigger and more consistent, pro- 
tective “place in the sun” for the teacher 
of singing, a higher level of voice teach- 
ing and a more complete understanding of 
how to convey to others in a practical and 
ethical manner a sound and understand- 
able theory of the art called singing. 


These are days of decision. Many prob- 
lems of the vocal field that have been sub- 
merged are now coming to the surface; 
some that have long waited for solution 
are now demanding attention. This Nation- 
al Association of ours faces one of the 
greatest challenges in the history of sing- 
ing in America. If there is to be a day of 
national unity among our teachers of sing- 
ing, the National Association must show 


the way by its indomitable spirit and with 
a sane program of constructive planning 
and practise. To this end the Regional 
Districts will prove to be the chief driving 
power. We of the Eastern District must 
make ourselves worthy of an honorable 
place among the leaders in this great work. 


NEWS FROM THE DISTRICTS 


Central District 

The fiest regional meeting of the Central 
District of the National Association of 
Teachers of Singing was held on Sunday 
afternoon, April 22, at 64 E. Van Buren 
St., Chicago, Ill. Members from eleven dif- 
ferent cities in the district were present, 
and Mr. Richard De Young, Regional Gov- 
ernor, presided as chairman. In a short 
address Mr. De Young recounted the bene- 
fits to be derived from membership in the 
National Association and restated the As- 
sociation’s general aims. Special stress was 
laid on the fact that admission to member- 
ship was highly selective and was preceded 
by a thorough investigation of the quali- 
fications of each candidate for member- 
ship. It was pointed out that this was the 
first time that any effort has been made 
to form any organization of teachers of 
singing which has made any clear state- 
ment as to what the qualifications of an 
established teacher really are. Letters 
from various members who could not at- 
tend were read, some of which stated the 
feeling that more uniform standards of 
ethics and practice are sorely needed. It 
was also reported that numerous requests 
have been received asking for recommen- 
dations of teachers in various parts of the 
country, and it seems that this will be one 
of the many valuable services that the 
National Association can perform. 

We were fortunate in having with us the 
National President, Mr. John C. Wilcox, 
who addressed the meeting giving some of 
the historical background of the National 
Association. He stated that various educa- 
tional and promotional activities have been 
started within the organization by the 
naming of the various committees as out- 
lined in the last Bulletin. He called atten- 
tion to several sharp criticisms of the pro- 
fession that have appeared recently in na- 
tional magazines and local newspapers and 
stressed the importance of our educational 
and research activities. He called attention 
to the adoption of the National Associa- 
tion emblem which is available to the 
membership to use in advertising. 

In the general discussion which followed 
a good deal of appreciative attention was 
given to the activities of the Pacific Coast 
region which is well organized and already 


has an excellent program of local activities 
under way. There were suggestions for im- 
provement of the Bulletin and one of the 
members who is teaching in a college in 
Illinois expressed the opinion that the As- 
sociation would be of great value as a 
means of recommending worthy teachers 
to the graduates of that college as they 
continued with their studies in various 
parts of the country. The members ex- 
pressed unanimous enthusiasm for the con- 
tinuance of regional meetings for discus- 
sions and exchange of ideas and also ex- 
pressed the wish that the meetings be 
somewhat social in character so that the 
benefits of association may be more gen- 
erally enjoyed. Several other practical and 
valuable suggestions of local activities 
were made and after deciding that the next 
regional meeting would form a more defi- 
nite local organization and a definite pro- 
gram, the meeting was adjourned. 


RICHARD DE YOUNG, 
Regional Governor 


Southern District 


We have many colleges, universities, 
schools of music and private teachers in 
this district and much work has been done 
toward finding the right members. Far too 
few have joined us at this writing, but 
with the very fine assistance of my Repre- 
sentative-at-Large, Mrs. Lillian G.McCook, 
and other members, we hope to get out of 
that bottom spot, it’s really “low down”! 
I have found some slight difficulty in con- 
vincing invited teachers that we are a 
worth-while organization. That dynamic 
Co-Ordinator LEON CARSON, gives us 
many excellent ideas, and as good as they 
are, I for one, should like to know how the 
other District Governors get results. 

Through this Bulletin, I want to make 
an urgent appeal to all present members 
of NATS to assist their District Governor 
and Representative-at-Large, in interest- 
ing those teachers who have the necessary 
qualification to become members. The 
future holds much for us as an organiza- 
tion and it’s through the co-operation and 
close fellowship as teachers of singing that 
is causing the “grand stand” to cheer and 
exclaim in no uncertain terms, “now, they 
are getting somewhere”! We must admit 
that a certain distrust and doubt regard- 
ing our profession has been in the minds 
of many. For the first time, the National 
Association of Teachers of Singing gives 
us the “great opportunity” to clarify our- 
selves. Let’s do it! 


J. OSCAR MILLER, 
Regional Governor 


(Continued on Page 3) 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 

\ 


THE BULLETIN 


Editor 
HOMER G. MOWE 


OFFICIAL DIRECTORY 
of the 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
of 
TEACHERS OF SINGING, INC. 


Officers 
(1944-1946) 


Colorado College, Colorado -. Colo. 


Vice mer G. Mowe 
171 W. 71st St., New York ay N. Y. 


7 W. 67th St., New York (23) N. 


344 W. 72nd St., New York (23) N. Y. 


Gutekunst 
A 


Regional Governors 
(1944-1946) 
Carson, 160 W. 73rd St., New York 
(23) N. Y. (All New England States, N.Y.,N. J. 
Penn., Md. Del.) 


Southeastern—Clifford Edwin Bair, 426 ym 
a“ Winston-Salem, N. C. (Va., W. Va., D. C 
N. C., S. C., Ga., Fla.) 


Seidel. Oscar Miller, 421 Walnut St., Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. (Ky., Tenn., Ala., Miss., La.) 

Central—Richard De Young, 721 N. Michi * Ave., 
Chicago (11) Ill. (Ohio, Ind., Mich., ., Mo.) 


Forrest West, Grinnell College, 
Iowa. (Minn., N. D., S. D., lowa, Neb.) 


Tulsa, Okla. , Okla., Ark., Tex., N. M., 
Colo., Utah) 


California-Western—Ruth Miller Chamlee, 8118 Holly- 
— Los Angeles (46) Calif. (Calif., Ariz., 
ev. 


Northwestern—Charles Wilson Lawrence, University 


of Washington, Seattle (5) Wash. (Wyo., Mont., 
Idaho, Wash., Ore.) 


Representatives-at-Large 
(1945) 


Eastern—Alfred Spouse, 13 S. Fitzhugh St., Rochester 
(4) Lewis James Howell, 1531 Pine St., 
Philadelphia (2) Pa. 

Southeastern — Marguerite Ringo, Brenau College, 
Gainesville, 

Southern—Mrs. Lilian G. McCook, Louisiana State 
Normal College ,Natchitoches, La. 


Central—John O. Samuel, 2061 Morrison Ave., Lake- 
wood, Ohio ; Stanley Deacon, Cons. of Music, Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 


Northern—Peter D. Tkach, Board of Education, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 


Southwestern—Florence Lamont Hinman, 909 Grant 
Denver, Colo. ; Chase Dangenee, College of Fine 
Arts, Univ. of Texas, Austin, Tex 


California- — 1o—Mynard Jones, 5888 Chabot Road, 
Oakland, Calif. 


Northwestern—Alvah A. Beecher, University of Idaho, 
Moscow, Idaho; Evelene Calbreath, 505 Columbia 
Bldg., Portland, Ore. 


Co- ay ag of Field Activities: Leon Carson, 160 W. 
73rd St., New York City 23, N. Y. 


Committee Chairmen 


Committee on Admissions: ret U. Taylor, 464 
Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. 


Editorial Committee: Shirley poise 
Bldg., Chicago 4, Ill. 


Research Committee: William E. Ross, University of 
Indiana, Ind. 


Survey Committee: William E. Jones, Texas State 
Teachers College for Women, ton, 4 


1625 Kimball 


For all information re; opection, membership in or ac- 
tivities of the National Association, you are invited to 
communicate with the Regional Governor of the Dis- 
trict in which you reside,—or the Secretary. 


EDITORIALS 


The healthy spirit within the Districts 
reported in other columns of this Bulletin, 
augurs well for activity and growth within 
our Association. It is when individuals 
gather together and exchange ideas that 
the needs and interests are revealed and 
policies can be shaped. The time has come 
when Association energy should be direct- 
ed towards these ends, and the results of 
the District meetings held so far indicate 
many willing and capable hands ready to 
carry on the work. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


Beginning July 1, the permanent 
address of our President, 
JOHN C. WILCOX 
will be Colorado College, Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 
where he has accepted an appoint- 
ment as Visiting Professor and Con- 

sultant on Vocal Pedagogy. 


Our members will unite in congratulat- 
ing President Wilcox on his new appoint- 
ment and wishing him well. While his 
move to Colorado is a loss to his colleagues 
in Chicago, it will in no way diminish his 
interest in NATS or interrupt the fine work 
he is doing as its leader. 


ON THE WAY 


The Editorial Committee is working on a 
first draft of a paper on “Training the 
Vocal Instrument”, a statement of Laws 
and Precepts about which there should be 
universal agreement among Teachers of 
Singing. After this preliminary work has 
been completed, and after consultation 
with the Executive Committee, the results 
will be submitted to the entire membership 
for comments, criticism, and amendment. 
All such suggestions will be considered 
carefully by the Committee and the final 
draft released after Executive Committee 
approval. Mr. Gandell, chairman of the 
Committee states, “The aim of the Edi- 
torial Committee is to discover the points 
on which the membership of the Associ- 
ation is agreed, and to state those points 
in language which offers the least oppor- 
tunity for misunderstanding.” 


When you receive this material give it 
your careful and prompt attention! 


OFFICIAL 
REGISTERED MEMBERSHIP 
(as of June 1, 1945) 


Eastern District 117 
Southeastern District 30 
Southern District 16 
Central District 114 
Northern District 14 
Southwestern District 56 
Calif.-Western District 32 
Northwestern District 29 


Total membership 


ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

To assist in carrying on the Association 
work in each District, Regional Governors 
have been authorized to appoint” Advisory 
Committees of adequate size. A list of 
these appointments to date is given for 
the information of all members. A com- 
plete list will be published at a later date, 
when all appointments have been made. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 
Archibald C. Jackson (Mich.) 
William A. Eber] (Wis.) 

Miss Louise Kroeger (Mo.) 
Glenn O. Friermood (Ind.) 


EASTERN DISTRICT 

Homer G. Mowe, Grace Leslie, Carl Gute- 
kunst, Bernard U. Taylor, Amy Ellerman 
(New York City) 

Alfred Spouse (N.Y.) 

Lewis J. Howell (Pa.) 

Marshall Bartholomew (Conn.) 

Elizabeth B. Bradish (Vt.) 

Louise Colgan (Me.) 

George Dane (Mass.) 

Everett Engstrom, Romley Fell (N.J.) 

Justin Williams (Md.) 

Sarah A. Revelle (Del.) 


SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT 
Lyman Prior (Fla.) 
Du Pre Rhame (S.C.) 
Harry S. Taylor (N.C.) 
Marguerite Neekamp-Stein (W.Va.) 
Marguerite Ringo (Ga.) 


NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT 
Sigurd Nilssen (Ore.) 
Wayne S. Hertz (Wash.) 
George W. Gunn (Wyo.) 
John Lester (Mont.) 
R. F. Goranson (Idaho) 
Bernhardt Bronson (Wash.) 


NORTHERN DISTRICT 
Paul MacCollin (Iowa) 
Mrs. Helen Steen Huls (Minn.) 
James French (Minn.) 


DO YOUR SHARE 


Again, members are asked to report to 
their Regional Governor the names of eli- 
gible teachers of whom they have knowl- 
edge, thus assisting in the program of 
membership expansion which is so vital at 
this time. 


IN MEMORIAM 


We regret to announce the death 
in New York City on March 18, 1945, 
of James Woodside, one of our 
charter members. Mr. Woodside has 
conducted most successfully a pri- 
vate studio in New York and has 
taught in New Jersey for many 
years. He has been active in the af- 
fairs of the New York Singing 
Teachers Association and was a 
member of The Bohemians. He was 
a successful singer and has published 
several valuable song collections. 
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NEWS FROM THE DISTRICTS 
(Continued from Page 1) 
Eastern District 

An enthusiastic First Regional Meeting 
of the Eastern District was held on June 
7 at the Hotel des Artistes, New York City. 
Sixty-seven members made advance reg- 
istrations and forty-two members and 
seven guests were present. The attendance 
roll represented five States and eleven 
cities. Regional Governor Leon Carson 
presided. 

A well planned and comprehensive 
agenda had been prepared, opening with a 
welcoming address by the Regional Gover- 
nor, followed by a roll call and the reading 
of messages from National and Regional 
officials located in other points of the Unit- 
ed States and then a brief address by Na- 
tional Vice-President Homer G. Mowe. The 
general discussions centered around three 
major topics (1) The National Association 
—the necessity for such an organization, 
its functioning and its problems (2) The 
National Association and its relationship 
to the Regional District and (3) The Na- 
tional Association and its relationship to 
the Individual Member. In this con- 
nection many interesting and valuable 
thoughts were brought out pertaining to 
the advancement and expansion of the 
Association. 

It was the consensus of opinion that at 
least two District meetings should be held 
annually, subject to the discretion of tle 
Regional Governor, and that special atten- 
tion should be given to the creating and 
developing of clinics for the discussion of 
technical and pedagogic subjects. the dis- 
semination of advice to and the holding 
of auditions for young students. Among 
other important suggestions Mr. Bernard 
Taylor advocated a strong policy of Na- 
tional and District publicity. All these were 
referred to the District Advisory Commit- 
tee for further action. Discussion leaders 
were the Misses Leslie (NY) and Ellier- 
man (NY), Mrs. Herpel (Pa.), Mrs. 
Graham (Pa.), Mrs. Colgan (Maine), and 
Messrs. Gutekunst (NY), Taylor (NY), 
Mowe (NY), Engstrom (NJ), Fell (NJ), 
Bogert (NY), Dane (Mass.), while all other 
members present contributed remarks and 
suggestions. 

The Eastern District went on record as 
requesting the National Association to put 
all pressure possible on the authorities to 
revise that phase of the present G.I. Bill 
of Rights which now restricts the teach- 
ing of returning veterans by the private 
vocal teacher. Also that the National Asso- 
ciation investigate and use its strength to 
stop the activities of the CIO in the latter’s 
attempts to unionize the vocal teachers. 
A vote was taken in favor of the increase 
in dues from $3 to $5, as of January 1, 1946. 

The meeting concluded with a social 
hour in charge of the Misses Amy and 
Anna Ellerman, assisted by Mrs. Jean 
Taylor, Mrs. Grace Mowe and Miss Mary 
Craig. 

LEON CARSON, 
Regional Governor 


Northern District 


The Northern District is growing very 
slowly but we are gradually developing 
competent organization. Those who have 
already been selected as the advisory coun- 
cil for the Regional Governors are: Paul 
MacCollin of Morningside College, Sioux 
City, Iowa; Mrs. Helen Steen Huls, 811-4th 
Avenue South, St. Cloud, Minnesota; Mr. 
James French, who is on the faculty of 
MacPhail School of Music, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Due to the wide extent of our 
district we plan to select two additional 
members on the board in the fall. Our plan 
for a summer meeting on Lake Okoboji 
fell through because so many of us are 
going to be away from our jobs for the 
summer. Our growth continues very slow 
but we are contacting quite a number of 
active teachers regularly. Although we 
now have only sixteen members for the 
Northern District, we feel that we are in 
position to expand much more rapidly in 
the fall since most of the voice teachers in 
this area are in college teaching positions. 


J. FORREST WEST, 
Regional Governor 


Southwestern District 
The Sout?-western District of our NATS 
can report progress in its program to bring 
into the fold all the progressive forward 
thinking vocal teachers within our area. 
At the pr» -nt time we have approximately 
sixty members in the seven states compris- 
ing the Southwestern District. Miss Flor- 
ence Hinman, prominent vocal teacher 
of Denver, Colorado, will continue as Rep- 
resentative-at-Large. Mr. Chase Baromeo, 
the former Metropolitan basso, now at the 
University of Texas, has accepted a simi- 
lar position, representing Texas and the 
Southwest generally. Extreme distances 
and scattered memberships make it ex- 
tremely difficult to hold District meetings. 
It is possible that such meetings can be 
arranged in the future in connection with 
the Southwestern Music Educators Con- 
ference. These conferences will not con- 
vene again until the close of the war. It is 
also the plan of your Regional Chairman 
to appoint an additional representative in 
each of the seven states comprising this 
District. The duties of these representa- 
tives will be to assist in the promotion of 
the NATS program. Our organization is 
badly needed and should enlist the enthu- 
siastic support of singing teachers every- 
where. May I extend greetings to each and 
every member. 
ALBERT LUKKEN, 
Regional Governor 


California-Western District 

The California-Western Region of the 
National Association of Teachers of Sing- 
ing held an audition for students of sing- 
ing on April 29th for the purpose of grad- 
ing and evaluating the artistry, person- 
ality, musicianship and career potentiali- 
ties of the participants. 


Eighteen singers possessing unusually 
fine qualifications were heard by a large 
committee of judges, who through their 
years of professional singing and teaching 
have proven their ability and sincerity. 

Ruth Miller Chamlee, Regional Gover- 
nor, says: “The response to this first public 
service of the organization far exceeded 
all expectations. The singing was above 
average and we believe all who partici- 
pated will truly profit by the constructive 
advice of the judges. It is hoped that these 
auditions may be held twice each year.” 

While the audition was not originally 
planned as a competitive event, it is now 
decided that a “follow-up” concert in 
which the most outstanding talent shall 
be invited to perform before the public, 
will provide a fitting close to the first year 
of the regional organization’s service to 
the musical world. The winners of this au- 
dition will be announced at a later day and 
the place of presentation and exact date 
named. 

Tudor Williams who had charge of the 
arrangements for this event planned all 
details, carefully eliminating the usual de- 
lays and confusion attendant at such 
affairs. 


At the regular monthly meetings of the 
California group of NATS, Dr. Ray How- 
ard Crittenden, program chairman, has 
given a series of enlightening discourses 
on the physiological processes of singing, 
based upon the findings of recent scientific 
research. Round table discussions and 
demonstrations added much to the interest 
of the meetings, which were held at the 
home of Ruth and Mario Chamlee. 


NELLE GOTHOLD, 
Publicity Director 


Northwestern District 
The Northwestern District of NATS re- 
ports a membership of thirty-six as of this 
date and we are making every effort to 
contact eligible teachers in this far west 
territory. 


The Representatives-at-Large are doing 
very efficient work and it is expected with 
the assistance of the recently appointed 
Advisory Committee that this field will be 
covered thoroughly for prospects. 

Geographically, the Northwest is large, 
but the population is sparce in many of the 
states. We have membership now in all the 
State Universities in this section and, 
through the help of members in these key 
positions, hope to have all eligible teachers 
enrolled during the next féw months. 

Travel limitations which prevent state 
music association and MENC meetings, 
make any personal contacts impossible 
and all missionary work has to be carried 
on by mail. 


With cordial greetings to all national 
officers and members of the association, 
from the Northwest membership. 

CHARLES WILSON LAWRENCE, 
Regional Governor 
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ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP 
(Add to your Membership List) 


EASTERN DISTRICT 


Griffiths, Miss Anne, 5535 Ellsworth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa. 


Hosmer, Miss Helen M., ed Dep't of Music, St. 
Teach. Coll., Potsdam, N. Y. 


Piper, <7 Grace Welsh, 2120 Walnut St., Philadel- 
phia, 

Reynolds, Mrs. R. G. (Muriel B.), Box 413, Sparta, 
N 


Richends, Vere Stiles, 836 Carnegie Hall, N.Y. 19, N.Y. 
Richards, Virginia, 836 Carnegie Hall, N. Y. 19, N.Y. 
Sunderman, Lloyd F., St. Teach. Coll., Oswego, N.Y. 


SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT 


on. H. Eugene, Mary Baldwin Coll., Staunton, 
eiiies Frank, W. Va. Univ. Sch. of Music, Morgan- 
town, Va. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT 


Hunter, Miss Rhea, 313 E. Wautauga Ave., Johnson 
City, Tenn. 

Monroe, Mrs. Julia Bealetto, Sch. of Mus., Louisiana 
St. Univ., Baton Rouge, La. 

Sharp, Helen T., John McNeese Jr. Coll., La. St. 
Univ., Lake Charles, La. 


SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT 


Dougherty, Bruce, Fine Arts Dep't, Hockaday Sch., 
Dallas, Tex. 
Meteyarde, Dr. William Lawrence, Music Dep't, Lemar 
Coll., Beaumont, Tex. 
Wylie, Mrs. Gypsy Ted Rinen. Dir. Dep't of Music, 
¢Murry Coll., Abilene, T 


CENTRAL DISTRICT 


De Bidoli, Mme. Emi, 1254 Belle Ave., Lakewood 7, 
io 

Cafarelli, Miss. Seen, 2836 Corydon Rd., Cleveland 
Heights, Ohi 

Case, Miss Harriet, 1625 Kimball Bldg., Chicago, Ill. 

Goel, oe Virginia R., 208 Platt Bldg., South Bend 
10, 

‘Miss Carabella, 
wood 7, Ohio 

ae Carlyle, A.S. 39216962 Cpl., 

, ASFTC, Camp Crowder, Mo. 

“nn Mrs. Ursula, 177 Virginia St., Elmhurst, Ill. 

Bessie, 1043 N. Austin Blvd., Chicago 
$1, Ill. 


14110 Detroit Ave., Lake- 


U. S. Army, Hq. 


Sebring, Paul F., 905 Seminary St., Vincennes, Ind. 


Wadsworth, Handel, 2740 Euclid Ave., Cleveland 15, 
Ohio 


Wadsworth, Margaret S., 2740 Euclid Ave., Cleveland 
15, Ohio 


NORTHWESTERN DISTRICT 


Daniels, Mark, 600 Columbia Bldg., Portland 5, Ore. 
Peterson, Magnus, 1519 3rd Ave., Seattle, Wash. 
Tarter, Miss Lena Belle, Rt. 3, Box 983, Salem, Ore. 
Williams, Miss Jean, 315 N.E. 41st Ave., Portland, Ore. 


NEW ADDRESSES 
(Change these on your Membership Lists) 


Duetzmann; Max, Carnegie Hall, New York City 
Benedict, Miss Anne, 36 Central Ave., Newark, N. J. 


Blenko, Miss Gertrude (Mrs. Wm. Black), 60 Xenia 
Drive, Fairfield, Ohio 


Starell, Miss Marguerite, 2 

Conn. 

Gardner, Miss Gail, 205 E. 62nd St., 

Wilcox, Fea > C. (after July 1), 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 


Glen Court, Greenwich, 


New York City 
Colorado College, 


NATS INSIGNIA 
All members have received notice from 
our Secretary, Walter Allen Stults, that 
the National Association emblem is now 
available for use in advertising. The cost 
is small. The advantages are great. Write 
him at once if you can make use of it. 


CONCERNING THE STRAIGHT 
TONE 
by the 
Chicago Singing Teachers Guild 


The members of the Chicago Singing 
Teachers Guild are deeply concerned about 
all matters pertaining to vocal guidance 
for the young people of America. 


They are convinced that the practice by 
many contemporary choral conductors of 
inducing their choristers to use the so- 
called “straight tone” (a tone repressed to 
eliminate the natural vibrato) is causing 
permanent harm to the voices involved, 
by establishing constricting tension in 
muscles of the vocal organism and inhib- 
iting spontaneous, natural vocal impulses. 


They recognize that many singers have 
a tremolo or “wobble” in their tones which 
would prevent their voices from blending 
with others in a composite tone; but that 
defect is due to faulty tone production. 
The true vibrato does NOT prevent the de- 
sired blend. If singers with tremulous 
voices must be used in ensemble singing 


the remedy should be to correct the pro- | 


duction of such voices rather than to re- 
press all the singers to a “straight tone”, 
thereby inhibiting the freedom and natur- 
al quality of all voices involved. Only men 
and women whose educational and teach- 
ing experience has given them a sound 
understanding of the human vocal mech- 
anism and its functional responses are 
equipped to guide singers intelligently in 
choral activities. But it is a regrettable 
fact that many persons whose educational 
preparation in music has been confined to 
the instrumental field are entrusted with 
choral leadership in the schools, colleges 
and radio stations. To that fact may be 
traced most of the vocal distortions to 
which the young choristers are subjected 
—of which use of the “straight tone” is 
one of the most harmful. 


Therefore, the Chicago Singing Teachers 
Guild hereby expresses its firm disapprov- 
al of the use of said “straight tone” and 
states its conviction that said “straight 
tone” is not, as claimed by its proponents, 
necessary to secure a perfect blend of 
unison voices, since that blend may be 
achieved through the use of uniformly 
pure vowel-tone and without repressing 
the natural vibratory pulsations of the 
voices. 


SUMMER TIME 


The so-called vacation period is no va- 
cation for the majority of our members. 
It often means a heavier schedule. How- 
ever, it may mean a change of scene. If so, 
you are urged to survey your new field 
for prospective NATS members and to re- 
port your findings to your Regional Gov- 
ernor. Capable and progressive teachers 
should be members of an organization that 
is working for their interests. 


NEWS NOTES 


The First National Association. 
1906. 

An interesting bit of past organizational 
history, about which many members of 
NATS are not informed, was recalled at 
the first Eastern District meeting in June. 

In 1906 there was incorporated in the 
State of New York an organization called 
the National Association of Teachers of 
Singing. Due to its more or less local char- 
acter and activity, the name of the group 
was changed, in 1918, to the now well- 
known New York Singing Teachers Asso- 
ciation. 

Walter L. Bogert, of New York City, 
one of our Charter Members, served as the 
last President of this first National Asso- 
ciation of Teachers of Singing, and he was 
present at our June meeting in the capaci- 
ty of a Discussion Leader. 


N.A.O. 

The National Association for Opera, inc. 
held its first regular Executive Board 
meeting in New York City on May 11. Re- 
ports from all sections of the country in- 
dicated great interest in the new Associ- 
ation. President Clifford Bair reported sev- 
eral Sumnier Festival projects now well 
under way, in line with the N.A.O. plan for 
establishing opera training and produc- 
tion centers throughout the country. 


N.M.C. 

The National Music Council held its reg- 
ular meeting in New York City on Mav 
10. NATS is a member of the Council and 
now has representation on the N.M.C. Ex- 
ecutive Committee through the election of 
Homer G. Mowe as a member-at-large of 
the Committee. 


GOVERNMENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

The April issue of the NATS Bulletin 
carried a report of the investigation being 
conducted by the American Academy of 
Teachers of Singing into the matter of the 
so-called G. I. Bill of Rights, and the status 
of the private teacher under this Bill. 

Supplementing this report, a reply has 
been received from the University of the 
State of New York, the approving agency 
in that State, which reads, in part, as fol- 
lows:—“I have discussed your letter of 
June 4th with the members of my Commit- 
tee on Approved Schools for Veterans. We 
are agreed that it would be difficult for an 
individual teacher of singing to meet the 
requirements of an approved school. If... 
(the teachers) ... wish to be approved they 
might combine to organize a-.school ‘or 
they might individually affiliate with exist- 
ing schools which are approved.” 

It is again suggested that this matter is 
of vital importance to the profession and 
that official action by*NATS might well 
assist in correcting this injustice to the 
private teacher. Several of our members 
report that former students, now in the 
service, and soon to be eligible for dis- 
charge, will be unable to resume their 
study with said teachers under the pro- 
visions of the present G. I. Bill of Rights. 
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